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ABSTRACT

This article explores the unique interaction of music and the environment in the context of
traditional Chinese music, emphasizing the environmental aspects of this relationship. The
authors present a concept in which the sounds generated by traditional musical forms act as
an important tool for a conscious impact on the state of nature and stimulating sustainable
development.

The article analyzes how the nature of China influences the creation of musical compositions,
emphasizing the uniqueness of sounds inspired by the environment. In this context, the
authors consider the importance of preserving biodiversity and caring for natural resources
through the prism of traditional music, presenting it as an important catalyst for environmental
awareness.

Special emphasis is placed on how traditional Chinese music can serve not only as an
expressive art, but also as a means to draw attention to urgent environmental issues. The
authors call for the meaningful use of musical traditions in order to promote sustainable
development, deepening the link between culture, music and ecology to create a harmonious
and responsible interaction with nature

Keywords: culture, harmony, traditional Chinese music, sustainable development, natural
environment.

ECOLOGIA EM SONS: O CONCEITO DE ML:JSICA TRADICIONAL
CHINESA E O DESENVOLVIMENTO SUSTENTAVEL DO MEIO NATURAL

RESUMO

Este artigo explora a interag¢&o Unica entre a musica e 0 meio ambiente no contexto da musica
tradicional chinesa, enfatizando os aspectos ambientais desta relagdo. Os autores
apresentam um conceito em que 0s sons gerados pelas formas musicais tradicionais
funcionam como uma importante ferramenta para um impacto consciente no estado da
natureza e no estimulo ao desenvolvimento sustentavel.

O artigo analisa como a natureza da China influencia a criacdo de composi¢cdes musicais,
enfatizando a singularidade dos sons inspirados no ambiente. Neste contexto, 0os autores
consideram a importancia da preservacdo da biodiversidade e do cuidado dos recursos
naturais através do prisma da mdusica tradicional, apresentando-a como um importante
catalisador da consciéncia ambiental.

E dada especial énfase & forma como a musica tradicional chinesa pode servir ndo apenas
como uma arte expressiva, mas também como um meio de chamar a atencédo para questdes
ambientais urgentes. Os autores apelam ao uso significativo das tradicdes musicais, a fim de
promover o desenvolvimento sustentavel, aprofundando a ligacdo entre cultura, musica e
ecologia para criar uma interacdo harmoniosa e responsavel com a natureza.

Palavras-chave: cultura, harmonia, musica tradicional chinesa, desenvolvimento sustentavel,
ambiente natural.

Revista relagdes internacionais do Mundo Atual.
Vol.1, n.43|e-6704 | p.386-396| Janeiro/Margo 2024.
Esta obra estd licenciada com uma Licenga Creative Commons Atribuicdo-NdoComercial 4.0 Internacional.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
mailto:vocality@foxmail.com

Submetido em: 13/03/2024
Aprovado em: 30/03/2024

coes Internacionais do Mundo Atual - unicuritiba>  auitiacae: Dodbie Blind Review

ISSN: 2316-2880

1 INTRODUCTION

In the modern world, against the background of increasing environmental problems
and challenges, the issues of sustainable development and nature conservation are
becoming more and more relevant. In this context, cultural aspects, in particular,
traditional music, can represent a unique resource for the formation of a new approach
to the combination of cultural values and sustainable development of the natural
environment (Chi et al., 2017).

In the context of the modern world, where the challenges of climate change, the
depletion of natural resources and threats to biodiversity are becoming a more acute
problem, the role of cultural aspects in the formation of new approaches to
sustainability is becoming integral. Traditional Chinese music, as part of a rich cultural
heritage, is a unique art intertwined with philosophical principles reflecting the desire
for harmony.

The study of the concept of harmony in the context of traditional Chinese music aims
to clarify how these musical elements not only preserve cultural heritage, but can also
serve as a source of inspiration for the formation of new patterns of thinking in the field
of sustainability. The key aspects to be analyzed are the specifics of melodic solutions,
the use of traditional instruments and rhythmic structures, as well as their impact on
the perception of the environment (Yue, 2020).

It is important to study the concept of harmony in traditional Chinese music and its
potential impact on sustainable development strategies. Chinese culture, rich in
traditions, has historically been distinguished by the desire for harmony in various
spheres of life. Music, as an important part of cultural heritage, reflects these
aspirations and can play a key role in shaping a positive perception of nature.

In the course of the work, the main elements of traditional Chinese music are
considered, highlighting its key features related to the concept of harmony, after which
the possibilities of integrating these elements into modern efforts for sustainable
development and conservation of nature are explored. The goal is to identify the
potential of cultural heritage as a tool for creating a more harmonious and sustainable

attitude to the environment.
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2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

In the process of preparing the work, the melodic and rhythmic features of traditional
Chinese music were studied: the analysis of the structure of compositions, the use of
instruments and characteristic musical motifs. The philosophical concepts laid down in
traditional Chinese music were also examined, and it was also determined which
principles of harmony and balance are reflected in musical traditions and how they can
be related to the interaction of man with nature. There was also a socio-cultural
analysis, during which a study of the socio-cultural context in which traditional Chinese
music exists was conducted, as well as the influence of cultural values on attitudes to
the environment and nature was assessed. The above methods are combined to form
a comprehensive view of the relationship between culture and the sustainability of the

natural environment in the context of traditional Chinese music.

3 RESULTS

The integration of cultural values, such as the pursuit of harmony and respect for
nature, into modern sustainable development strategies can contribute to the creation
of a more sustainable and balanced society. Support and development of ideas aimed
at respect for nature and the environment. This may include sustainable practices in
manufacturing, transport, energy and other fields (Zhang, 2021).

Traditional music, as a key element of cultural heritage, not only provides
satisfaction to the aesthetic needs of society, but also introduces deep cultural values,
philosophical principles and connection with the environment. Let's consider why and
how traditional music can become a unique resource for the formation of a new
approach to the combination of cultural values and sustainable development of the
natural environment.

Traditional music often reflects the philosophical attitudes of the culture, including
the desire for harmony, balance and respect for nature. These principles can serve as
a basis for the formation of a new, more stable view of human interaction with nature.
The use of natural sounds, rhythms, as well as the choice of instruments created from
natural materials, makes traditional music directly connected with nature. This can
inspire respect for the environment and encourage action in its conservation (Davies
& Westgate, 2018).
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The continuation of traditions in the musical art contributes to the preservation of
cultural heritage. This is important because the values rooted in culture can be used
to create modern strategies for sustainable development. Traditional music can be
used in educational programs to form a new generation with a deeper understanding
of their cultural and ecological identity. This contributes to the development of a more
responsible approach to nature.

Elements of traditional music can be integrated into modern projects, such as sound
design of sustainable urban spaces, green areas and ecotourism, which contributes to
innovative approaches to sustainable development.

Chinese culture is really rich in traditions and history, and the desire for harmony
permeates various aspects of life, including art and music. Music in China has a long
and rich history, reflecting philosophical and religious aspirations, as well as interaction
with nature. One of the key features of traditional Chinese music is the desire for
harmony with nature and the surrounding world. The sounds of nature, such as the
sound of water, birds singing, wind noise, are important elements in Chinese music.
These elements are used to create an atmosphere of tranquility and unity with nature
(Wei, 2019).

Traditional musical instruments such as guzheng (Chinese zither), erhu (two-
stringed bow), pipa (percussion instrument) also play an important role in the
transmission of cultural values and the perception of harmony. Musical compositions
were often inspired by traditional Chinese poems, the philosophy of Taoism and
Buddhism.

Modern Chinese music also retains elements of tradition, but at the same time is
influenced by Western musical styles. In this sense, Chinese music continues to
evolve, reflecting the richness and diversity of Chinese culture.

Using traditional Chinese music as a tool to promote conservation of the natural
environment and promote environmental sustainability can be an interesting and
effective approach. Composers and musicians can create works inspired by nature
using sounds specific to certain ecosystems. This can cause listeners to feel
admiration and respect for nature (Xie & LI, 2010).

One of the directions in this context may be the holding of concerts of traditional
Chinese music on natural sites, such as parks, gardens or near nature reserves. This
will create a unigue atmosphere and emphasize the connection between music and

the environment. Also, the organization of festivals, where traditional Chinese music
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plays a central role, and events are aimed at discussing and solving environmental
problems, can be quite an interesting solution.

Another direction is to support the masters of traditional instruments and their use
in modern musical compositions. This can contribute to the preservation of craft
traditions and the creation of a unique sound. It is very important to include elements
of traditional Chinese music in environmental education programs. This can inspire
students to develop sustainable practices and value the environment (Gacek, 2015).

The analysis of melodic solutions, the use of traditional instruments and rhythmic
structures in traditional Chinese music can give an idea of how these elements affect
the perception of the environment and can be used in the context of environmental
sustainability.

Traditional Chinese music is closely connected with the philosophical attitudes of
culture and a worldview based on the desire for harmony and respect for nature. These
principles can serve as an important foundation for the formation of a new, more stable
view of human interaction with nature. Traditional Chinese music, like other aspects of
culture, expresses the desire for harmony in various aspects of life. It can be a harmony
of sounds, instruments, melodies, as well as harmony with nature.

Philosophical teachings such as Taoism and Confucianism emphasize the
importance of balance. These principles can be reflected in musical compositions
through the skillful combination of various elements to create a harmonious whole.

Traditional Chinese music often integrates the sounds of nature, creating an
atmosphere reminiscent of respect for nature. This can serve as a reminder that man
and nature are closely connected, and their interaction should be respectful and
balanced. In some traditional Chinese philosophical teachings, there is an idea of the
cyclicity of time. This can be reflected in music through the use of motifs and melodies
that reflect the changing seasons and natural cycles.

Some trends, such as Buddhism and Taoism, emphasize the transcendental
aspects of human experience. Such ideas can be reflected in music, creating an
atmosphere of tranquility and sublimity. These philosophical principles, expressed in
traditional Chinese music, can become a source of inspiration for the formation of a
more sustainable view of interaction with the environment (Global Wealth Databook
2017, 2017).

The continuation of traditions in the musical art, including traditional Chinese music,

is of significant importance for the preservation of cultural heritage. The continuation
Revista relagdes internacionais do Mundo Atual.

Vol.1, n.43|e-6704 | p.386-396| Janeiro/Margo 2024.
Esta obra estd licenciada com uma Licenga Creative Commons Atribuicdo-NdoComercial 4.0 Internacional.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

Submetido em: 13/03/2024
Aprovado em: 30/03/2024

coes Internacionais do Mundo Atual - unicuritiba>  auitiacae: Dodbie Blind Review

ISSN: 2316-2880

of traditions in music contributes to the preservation of a unique sound and style, which
is important for maintaining cultural diversity. This is also reflected in the use of
traditional instruments and melodies. Music is a means of conveying values, and
traditional Chinese music often reflects philosophical and cultural aspirations. This
allows new generations to learn and respect traditional values.

The continuation of traditions in music through educational programs contributes to
raising awareness of cultural heritage. This allows people of different generations to
deepen their understanding of the traditions and art of their culture, which is important
for preserving the uniqueness and richness of cultural heritage. Traditional elements
of Chinese music can be successfully integrated into modern musical expressions,
creating new and interesting forms and styles. This allows us to preserve traditions, as
well as make them relevant and accessible to the modern generation (Hu, 2017).

The continuation of traditions in music includes the support and training of traditional
craftsmen and artisans who create and maintain traditional instruments and
techniques. This is important for the preservation of not only musical, but also craft
traditions.

The preservation of traditions in music does not mean stagnation. On the contrary,
it can become a source of inspiration for creative and innovative approaches, such as
modern interpretations of traditional works or the creation of new compositions inspired
by traditions.

Traditional music can become a center of attraction for tourists and become part of
cultural exchange, which will contribute to the development of sustainable tourism and
mutual understanding between different cultures.

The preservation of cultural heritage through music is an important element of
ensuring sustainable development, as it preserves the uniqueness and richness of

cultures and promotes their transmission from generation to generation.

4 DISCUSSION

Traditional music has significant educational potential and can play an important
role in the formation of consciousness, cultural and ecological identity of the new
generation. Learning traditional music can help students better understand their
cultural roots. This contributes to the formation of deep respect for the traditions and

history of their people.
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The texts of traditional songs can serve as a means of preserving language and
traditions. Studying and performing these songs helps students to master language
skills and immerse themselves in cultural traditions. The study of traditional
instruments and styles of music complements music education. This can expand the
musical experience of students, enriching their knowledge and understanding of
various musical traditions.

Traditional Chinese music based on respect for nature can serve as a tool for the
formation of environmental awareness. Songs and melodies inspired by nature can
emphasize the importance of sustainable interaction with the environment. The study
and performance of traditional music can contribute to the development of emotional
intelligence in students. Music often expresses emotions and feelings, which
contributes to the development of empathy and social skills (Lei, 2009).

Learning traditional music can stimulate students' creative thinking. This can inspire
them to create their own musical compositions based on traditional elements.

Thus, the integration of traditional music into educational programs can not only
enrich the cultural experience of students, but also contribute to the development of a
holistic, responsible personality, ready to interact with their own culture and
environment.

The integration of elements of traditional music into modern projects can become
an innovative approach to sustainable development, especially in the context of
creating harmonious urban spaces, green zones and the development of ecotourism.
Integrating the sounds of nature and traditional music into the design of urban spaces
can create a unique atmosphere. For example, the sounds of live music on the streets,
performed on traditional instruments, can give the urban landscape a special character
(Mazur-Kajta & Lipinska, 2018).

Musical elements inspired by nature can be used in the development of green areas
and parks. This may include creating special audio installations with sounds of nature
and traditional music, which will make the space more attractive and unique.

Organization of musical events based on traditional music, within the framework of
ecotourism programs. This may include outdoor concerts in nature reserves or national
parks, using traditional instruments and integrating elements of nature into
performances. In architectural projects, musical elements such as bells or even
installations created from traditional materials can be integrated to create an interesting

acoustic experience in an urban environment (Qu, 2008).
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Creation of musical themed routes within the framework of urban planning, where
the sounds and melodies of traditional music accompany visitors to certain points of
the city, telling stories or emphasizing cultural significance. Formation of musical
projects aimed at supporting sustainability and environmental protection. Concerts,
performances or recordings of musical works can be used to draw attention to
environmental issues and raise funds for relevant projects.

The integration of traditional music into modern projects not only creates unique and
creative solutions, but also emphasizes the importance of cultural heritage and
environmental sustainability in various aspects of the urban and natural environment.

Let's look at some concrete examples of using elements of traditional Chinese music
in innovative projects. A project called "Sound Gardens" has been created in Shanghai,
which uses traditional tools to create interactive audio landscapes in city parks. Visitors
can interact with instruments by creating unique musical compositions, which gives the
urban space a new, creative layer.

In Guangxi Province, traditional music is used to create an atmosphere of national
parks and nature reserves. Ecotourist routes include musical performances using
traditional instruments, which creates a unique and immersive experience for visitors.

Some architectural projects in Hainan use traditional elements of Chinese music to
create a unique acoustic environment. This includes the use of bamboo tools, wind
and water sounds to give buildings architectural uniqueness. Art projects in Beijing
sometimes combine traditional musical elements with modern technology. For
example, the use of traditional instruments in audio-visual installations, where sounds
are combined with projections on buildings, creating a unique experience for the
audience.

Some music festivals in China include traditional musical elements and instruments
as part of their environmental initiatives. This may be the performance of local
musicians on traditional instruments or even the creation of compositions inspired by
the environment.

These examples demonstrate how traditional music can be woven into various
projects, supporting the ideas of sustainable development and creating innovative,
culturally rich spaces.

Despite the wealth of cultural and environmental values that traditional Chinese
music can offer to support the sustainable development of the natural environment,

there are also some problematic aspects. Modern influences, such as globalization
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and technological changes, can lead to the loss of traditional musical techniques and
styles. This creates a challenge in preserving the authenticity of traditional Chinese
music and its ability to inspire cultural respect for nature.

Urbanization, industrialization and other environmental changes can lead to the loss
of natural sounds of nature, which traditional music often includes. This may affect the
ability of music to reflect and emphasize the unique aspects of nature (Wang, 2016).

Modern music education programs in China and many other countries may be
focused primarily on Western styles and techniques, which may make traditional
Chinese music less attractive to younger generations. In the conditions of
industrialization and urban development, the modern generation may lose touch with
nature. Traditional Chinese music, which is closely related to the sounds of nature,
may lose its effectiveness in transmitting this connection in modern conditions.

Making traditional tools often involves the use of natural materials such as wood
and bamboo. This may create problems in the context of sustainability and
environmental ethics if such materials are mined in an unsustainable manner.

The preservation of traditional musical practices may face problems related to
insufficient funding, lack of interest from young people and other socio-cultural factors,
which may threaten the long-term sustainability of these traditions.

Solving problematic aspects related to the concept of traditional Chinese music and
the sustainable development of the natural environment requires an integrated and
multidimensional approach. It is necessary to support programs for the preservation
and restoration of traditional musical practices. This may include the creation of music
schools and centers where knowledge about traditional music is transferred, and the
support of master classes from experienced musicians (Xing, 2014).

The promotion of traditional music through modern media platforms, including
recordings, videos, podcasts, will make it possible to increase its accessibility and
attract the attention of a younger generation. The introduction of cultural programs and
events in educational institutions to raise awareness of traditional Chinese music and
its connection with nature will make it possible to include elements of nature and
ecology in educational programs.

The use of modern technologies, such as virtual and augmented reality, to create
interactive educational experiences related to traditional music and nature will make

learning more attractive and accessible.
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Public and private funds can be used to finance projects aimed at supporting
traditions. The development of production methods based on environmentally
sustainable principles can reduce the negative impact on nature. Promoting cultural
exchange and cooperation between different cultural groups will lead to understanding
and respect for each other's traditions, creating cultural bridges for joint projects.

These solutions can be taken into account when developing programs and
strategies aimed at combining traditional Chinese music with the ideas of sustainable

development and environmental protection.

5 CONCLUSION

The cultural heritage represented by traditional Chinese music is a valuable
resource for maintaining harmony between man and nature. The variety of
instruments, melodies and rhythms in traditional Chinese music reflects deep
philosophical and cultural attitudes, such as the desire for harmony, balance and
respect for nature. These values can serve as a source of inspiration for the
sustainable development of the natural environment.

However, there are problems, such as the loss of traditions, changes in the
environment and the challenges of modern education, which can weaken the influence
of traditional music on the formation of environmental sustainability. Solving these
problems requires a comprehensive approach, including the preservation of traditions,
their integration into modern formats, education and awareness-raising.

By supporting and promoting traditional Chinese music through various initiatives
such as educational programs, cultural events and innovative projects, it is possible to
create a synergy between cultural values and sustainable development strategies. A
balanced approach to the preservation of traditions, their adaptation to the modern
context and implementation in environmentally oriented practices can contribute to the
harmonious interaction of man with nature and the preservation of cultural heritage for

future generations.
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